Title Pages for an Exhibit
The title page of an exhibit is probably the most important page of all. Not only does it provide important information to viewers about your exhibit, but it is also sent to judges prior to an exhibition so they can do some background research on your subject.

If you don’t send a title page when entering an international exhibition, your entry may well not be accepted. At national level, you are simply penalising yourself by losing an opportunity to inform judges about your exhibit.

There are several key components to a good title page.
1. Does the title actually reflect what the exhibit is about ? Does it fully encompass the subject, or just part of it or more than it ?

2. If it is a one-frame exhibit, does the plan cover all aspects of the subject, or is it clearly a multi-frame subject?

3. Does the title make sense when considered just by itself ? Will it make sense to someone who has does not have a good knowledge of your subject ?

For instance, “Deep, Cold and Blue” or “The Plating of the 2d Blue Boy” 
 Do you know what these exhibits are about ?

Careful use of a sub-title can address this problem.

For instance, “Deep Cold and Blue: a Study of New Zealand’s 1898 Pictorial Lake Issue” or

“The Plating of the 2d Blue Boy: a Study of a New Zealand 1931 Health Stamp”

This technique enables the exhibitor to have an ‘interesting’ title, but one which is also clear to the viewer.

4. Is there a clear explanation of what the exhibit is about, and what the viewer can expect to see and learn about? A few sentences will suffice.
5. Is there a boring or irrelevant or over-long geography or history lesson on the title page? Could it be shortened, or relevant parts of it used in the body of the exhibit ?

6. Is there a Plan? It used to be that only thematic exhibits were required to have a plan, but now it is seen as a helpful structural element for all exhibits. It helps the viewer, and it makes the exhibitor think about the logic of the page by page storyline.

Does the Plan actually have some structure or, especially for one-frame exhibits, is it just a list of what is on each page?

7. Is there any indication of how scarce/rare/important items are highlighted?

8. Is there a Bibliography? This is not essential, but if there is one on the version sent to judges it does provide them some avenues for research. It also offers an opportunity to indicate what research you have carried out on the subject, especially if you are an author yourself. 
9. Is there a ‘fascinating’ item of the title page, which encourages you to look further, or is it just a mass of writing which over-powers the reader? Robert Samuel considered he could halve the number of words on most title pages, and still not lose any important information.
10. Is the overall impression pleasing – not cramped, attractive, interesting, easy to read, wants to make you look further ?

