PRESENTATION









Presentation is worth only 5 marks, but they are important because they are entirely within an exhibitor’s control in the sense that they are not related to the amount you may have ‘invested’ in your exhibit, and also because presentation influences  treatment and knowledge.

· Is the material clean and neat ?

· Is the text easy to read, and the storyline easy to follow ?

· Are there headings, are they attractive and helpful, and not detracting from the material ?
· Is the material balanced within each page, and within a frame ?

· Does the exhibit have an overall aesthetic balance ? ie is it attractive ?
Presentation is usually judged first, after judges have had a ‘walk around’ all of the exhibits in the class they are judging.

The mark is awarded usually by standing back from the exhibit, and assessing its overall attractiveness and balance. Remember that there is a separate mark for condition of the material.


Some questions:
Should I use coloured paper ? Could I use VERY light blue paper if my exhibit is about the sea, for instance ? Dark coloured paper is simply not allowed at international exhibitions, and even if you use papers other than neutral shades of white or cream you run the risk of the paper dominating your material. One page may look fine, but what does it look like when you have a whole frame of material ?

Should I use mounts for my material ? No reason why not; it provides some protection and can also be used to highlight items.

Mounts come in either clear or black. If using black, the surrounds must be perfectly symmetrical. Showguard mounts are sealed at the top and bottom. Hawid mounts are sealed only at the bottom; material can move in these mounts so you need to be careful. They can be butted together from top and bottom to provide the right size for an item though.
Should my material be backed with matting? If you are good at this skill then yes, it does make the material ‘stand out’ on the page. Experts may well use several layers of backing. You need to have the surrounds perfectly even though, and the colour must highlight rather than detract from the material. You can use different colour backing to highlight special items.

How about using a computer to provide a surround ? This is fine as long as you can measure accurately. Again, you can highlight important items by using a different colour border. As with any type of backing or surround though, any weak corners on the material will also be highlighted, so ‘tired’ covers are likely to look even more tired !
Can I use a variety of fonts and/or styles ? Hand-writing or use of stencils is fine if you are tidy, but most exhibitors prefer to use computer layouts because it is quicker and more flexible. Mistakes are easily remedied.  Choose a font which is easily read, and consider that judges will be looking at the material in a frame, when lighting may not be as perfect as when you are looking at a page on your desk. Times New Roman size 12 is popular and ‘safe’ but others are fine – experiment. You can, of course, use different fonts and font sizes for headings, storyline, and technical information.
A simple combination might be 16 for headings, 12 for storyline and 9 italics for technical information.
Should each page have a heading ? When just considering Presentation this isn’t essential, but it does have the advantage of providing a linking mechanism from page to page. This will obviously affect development as well, so don’t, for instance, have the same page heading on every page in a one-frame exhibit.
Should I use stamp album sheets for my exhibit ? Best not too, because most of them have a wide left margin or ‘bullet holes’ which waste space and don’t look very nice in a frame anyway. As well, the pages are usually too flimsy to handle easily when mounting pages in a frame. 

Can I use maps and diagrams to supplement my material and make it ‘look good?’ Yes, in some categories of exhibit they may well be helpful in explaining a route a letter may have travelled, or the postal markings on the reverse of a cover, but if you are not careful it will look like ‘padding’ an exhibit when you are just a bit short of relevant material, so be very careful that such item are essential.
Can I use non-standard pages ? Yes and no ! You should not use A4 pages as the top line will be crumpled when being mounted in Australian frames, and they are likely to overlap when N Z frames are being used. Exhibition organisers specify the maximum height and width of pages. You can make the pages a little wider as long as they will fit in a row of a frame. You can use double pages if necessary, but remember that they make transport much harder, and you also have to be careful that it is easy to follow the storyline within the page. ie is it clear whether you read across the page or down the page.

Should I use a frame (border) around each of my pages ? You can, but remember that this takes space which you may prefer to use for material, when looking at a frame you will have 16 big page borders so what do you think the eye will see, and what do you do with those items that will not quite fit within your border ?

Should I use protectors ? Exhibitions insist on this to the material is better protected during its travel and mounting etc. Quality protector are available in NZ from your dealer or the Philatelic Youth Council. Cheap ‘plastic bags’ are not good, neither are slip-in clear sheets with bullet holes down the side, and neither are the very heavy protectors (simply from a weight point of view). You would be amazed how many exhibitors use rubbish protectors for exhibits worth substantial money.
Could I mount material at an angle ? If you have a large envelope it may fit on your page at an angle, or even vertically, BUT it generally does not look good in a frame and it may also make layout of your storyline a problem. Use a double page or widened page. If you are emphasizing postmarks, you may prefer to have the postmark horizontal to aid readability, but having pieces at all sorts of angles and cover upside down does give you a presentation problem.

How does the human eye perceive my layout and presentation? This is probably the MOST IMPORTANT aspect of presentation. Human beings have two eyes and enjoy lateral vision. We do NOT need to look directly at an item before we can see what it is, and generally therefore we don’t unless we really want to look carefully at something. This means we will look at the middle of a single page, and use our lateral vision to see what else is on the page. Therefore, if you have ‘weaker’ quality material, or even a blank space in or near the middle of a page, that is what will receive our focus. Place your BEST material near the centre of each page.
The same applies to a whole frame; place your best material in the middle pages and your weaker material nearer the bottom, where not only is it likely to receive just peripheral vision attention, but judges knees will be too tired to bend down and have a close look. BUT they will always look at the start and end of an exhibit to see how well the story and the quality of the material starts and finishes. 

SO, only 5 marks but a lot to consider !!

